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Today’s Children Tomorrow’s Future. 
In line with our Trust Curriculum Principles. 

Respect,   Compassion,  Courage,   Responsibility 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

            
Halsford Park Curriculum Intent:  

 
Our ultimate goal is for learners to be successful, confident individuals, who soar to success, make a positive 
contribution to the community and society - both now and in the future.   
We believe this can be achieved by fostering a passion for lifelong learning that we can enable through an irresistible 
curriculum which is mapped out to ensure that skills, knowledge and vocabulary build year on year so children are able 
to know, do and remember more.  Our Core Values of Respect, Compassion, Responsibility and Courage drive our 
curriculum and how we will be as a community.  Through our connected curriculum, we enable learners to develop 
learning and life skills which develop their well-being and understanding of mental health. 
 
What do we want? 

 All children to have a voice and know who can help them 

 Learners to be emotionally literate and understand the importance of a healthy body and mind 

 An irresistible curriculum that engages learners 

 Enrichment opportunities to enhance the curriculum  

 Passionate teaching that enables individual learners to develop knowledge and skills 

 Autonomous learners 

 Culture that facilitates purposeful learning 

 Aspirational learners 

 Success for all 

 Key vocabulary accessed by all   

 

What do we believe? 

 Every learner can achieve 

 In Independent and collaborate learning  

 In a growth mindset 

 In the value of learner voice to inform planning and assessment 

 In inspiring learners through purposeful learning experiences 

 In setting high expectations 

 In the importance of  purposefully planned personal, social and emotional development opportunities  

 Knowledge, skills and vocabulary  = learning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 
            

 

Soaring to Success! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Implementation 

We use the EdisonLearning Achievement Statements to teach and assess our Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics curriculum, as outlined separately.  
We plan Science and most of our foundation subjects (Geography, History, Design & Technology, Art) in 
‘Learning Experiences,’ utilising the EdisonLearning Connected Curriculum and seek to involve the children 
and their interests in our plans where appropriate.  

 
If at any time a subject cannot be meaningfully linked to the learning Experience, it is taught discretely- 
such as Physical Education, which follows the ‘P.E Planning’ scheme and Religious Education which follows 
the West Sussex SACRE syllabus. For in-depth detail on the delivery of the curriculum please see Teaching 
and Learning Handbook and the curriculum area on our school website. 
 
In Early Years, all teaching and learning is based around the government non-statutory document 
‘Development Matters’ and children work towards achieving the Early Learning Goals in the Prime and 
Specific areas. Teachers work closely with the children to ascertain and follow their interests, and so adapt 
the curriculum and learning to their specific needs. 
 
Each Learning Experience takes appropriate objectives from the National Curriculum, broken into key skills 
acquisition for year groups. Each Experience has a ‘Stunning Start’ to 'hook' the children in to their new 
learning and ends with a purposeful outcome- a ‘Fabulous Finish’. Throughout the Experience, children are 
encouraged to think about what they are learning, why they are learning it and how they will be able to 
apply these new skills and knowledge in a meaningful context.  Learners will be able to voice why they are 
learning this now, what they have learned and how this builds on prior learning and use key vocabulary 
linked to the subject.  This is underpinned by a rigorous set of foundational skills such as times tables, 
phonics and handwriting.  From recent reading, we would consider our curriculum to have a ‘knowledge-
engaged’ approach, where knowledge underpins and enables the application of skill and where both are 
taught explicitly, ensuring that learners are able to know, do and remember more.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



Implementation continued… 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Desired Impact 
What will it feel and look like for our learners? 

 

The autonomous learner knows how to learn and has a disposition to do so. They can 
identify, on their own, and/or with others, a problem, analyse its components and then 
find the resources to solve it. They continuously question themselves and others as to 
whether they are employing the best methods. They can explain the process of learning 

and its outcomes to their peers and others. 
They know when it is best to work alone, and when in a team, and know how to contribute to 
and gain from teamwork. They maintain curiosity, are resilient, reflective and are willing to take 
risks in their learning. 

Adapted from ‘The Autonomous Learner’ John West Burnham  
 
 

Stunning start  
(Is it a surprise or 
have you 
included pupil 
voice?) 

Communication: 
Experience webs 
and key 
vocabulary for 
parents to go out 
within the first 
week. 
Dates for stunning 
starts/trips/visitors
/ Fabulous 
Finish/invites for 
parents. 
 

Catchy title with 
a purposeful 
question running 
through 
 

Seek opportunities 
for active learning 
(see EdisonLearning 
and teaching 
Strategies for Active 
Engagement) 

Environment: 
Purposeful displays within the 
classroom showing what the 
experience is and key vocabulary 
incorporated into lessons. 
 

Core subject links: 
Make meaningful subject 
links to Maths and English. 
E.g. High quality texts 
chosen to promote 
development of vocabulary 

Outside learning: 
Seek out opportunities 
for children to learn 
outside away from 
their ½ termly block 

Fabulous Finish - 
Celebration of learning 
of an end result/what 
was produced. 

Where appropriate 
include learner voice 

Parental 
involvement: 
Invited to 
celebrate 
learning in some 
Fabulous 
Finishes in the 
year. 
Invited in to 
support a 
learning activity 
e.g. ‘DT project’. 

Key vocabulary: 
For each subject which 
in line with individual 
subject vocabulary 
progression document 
– accessed by all and 
shared with parents 
and carers. 



Individual subject unique contributions provide the aims and expectations for each subject within 
the curriculum and details how this feeds into our whole school intent. 
 
 

Planning 
 
We have high expectations for our children and teachers carefully plan the curriculum to ensure that 
our learners continue to make progress.  We also encourage learners to have high expectations of 
themselves and work with children to discuss and decide their next steps in their learning which they 
reflect on during self and peer feedback.  
 
 
 
Long Term planning. 
 

We utilise the EdisonLearning Connected Curriculum Whole School Overview, which maps out the 
National Curriculum objectives into half termly Learning Units. These units are determined by the 
subject/s in focus each half term and intended curriculum coverage. 
 

Long term planning is in the form of curriculum maps (Appendix 1) and subject overviews (Appendix 3).  
 

 
Medium Term planning:  
Teachers use the National Curriculum objectives to assist them in mapping out their half termly, 
thematic ‘Learning Experience,’ planning activities for each focus subject and outline the knowledge, 
skills and vocabulary that will be taught as outlined on the knowledge notes (see appendix 4). 
Medium term planning is in the form of the ‘learning experience planning document’ (see appendix 2) 
and ‘core subject planning’. 
 
Short term planning:  
Teachers plan Maths and English lessons utilising the Edison Learning Achievement Statements to 
deliver the National Curriculum Programmes of study, using a flip chart planning format. Teachers are 
encouraged to adjust their planning during the week in response to the class’ needs as they arise. For 
other subjects, teachers utilise their medium-term plan to create effective resources through which to 
deliver the Learning Experience lessons each week. These lessons focus on the foundation subjects 
that are in focus for that half term.  
 
Short term planning consists of a combination of separate weekly plans, flip chart planning or 
annotated medium term plans as appropriate for the subject.  
 
Use of IT including E-Safety  
IT supports learning in all subjects through the use of online programmes, such as Essential Letters and 
Sounds (ELS), search engines, local websites, and databases. Children also learn about how to stay safe 
when using IT, see ‘e-safety’ within the safeguarding policy.  The computing scheme we follow is 
‘Purple Mash’ and we utilise E-safety resources from this scheme as well as the National College.  
 
Outdoor learning  
We believe that all children should have the opportunity to learn outside and we use our extensive 
school grounds, wooded area and polytunnel to facilitate this.  Each year group has a dedicated half 
term block each academic year of outdoor learning with members of staff that are trained in Forest 



School type activities and activities are planned to support learning and life skills and the connected 
curriculum learning unit as appropriate.  Teachers are encouraged to consider how outdoor learning 
can be utilised across the curriculum and supported by our outdoor learning champion to plan 
meaningful experiences.    
   
Safeguarding  
We teach Learning and Life skills which develops learner’s understanding of themselves and others.  
and use the West Sussex Education 4 Safeguarding (E4S) materials to support our implementation of 
the curriculum.  In addition, we use the materials from The Christopher Winter Project, “Teaching RSE 
with confidence” which are approved by West Susssex, to further enhance our Safeguarding 
curriculum.   Through weekly focussed lessons and Class Forums, children are able to discuss ideas, 
raise concerns and voice their opinions on all aspects of life.  We also have a range of assemblies which 
cover key topics such as Anti Bullying, Mental health awareness over the course of the year.   
Children are supported through weekly lessons and opportunities to embed knowledge and skills in 
the wider curriculum day to day to have a broad and balanced approach and are able to relate what 
they have learned to everyday life in school and at home.    
 
Curriculum plans are adapted and targeted teaching of areas, linked to our PSHE with 
individuals/groups are incorporated if a pattern of safeguarding concerns are recognised.  
 
British Values  
Halsford Park is committed to working closely and in harmony with our immediate and wider school 
community to promote and celebrate diversity in the UK through teaching of British Values in PSHE, 
assemblies, visitors invited into school and Learning and Life Skills lessons. We aim to prepare children 
for life in modern Britain and to ensure that our school ethos, curriculum and approaches to teaching 
and learning reflect and promote British values. 
 
Equal Opportunities  
All children will have equal access to the Curriculum and its relevant resources regardless of age, 
gender, social factors or ethnicity. 
 
Special Educational Needs and Disability:  
 
We believe that our ‘Irresistible’ curriculum is for all learners. For learners with high level special 
educational needs, Individual learning Plans (ILP) are created and these outline reasonable 
adjustments made to ensure equality of access to the curriculum.  Please see separate SEND policy for 
more details. 
 
Looking for impact: 
 
For Reading, Writing, Maths and Science, Teachers use an online tracking system: ‘Arbor,’ to make 
regular formative assessments which inform their planning, based on the needs of the learners. Please 
see our Separate Assessment policy for more details. 
 
The role of Subject Champions:  
 
Subject Champions are responsible for ensuring that a progression of knowledge, skills and vocabulary 
is clearly mapped and taught across the school in their subjects. There is support for this in the 



EdisonLearning Key Skills Acquisition Booklet and other chosen schemes of work. Subject Champions 
have a set of expectations which determine how they go about leading their subject in regard to action 
planning, monitoring and developing practice in their subjects. Monitoring takes a range of forms 
including learner voice, learning walks, ‘book looks’, lesson visits and data analysis in order to ascertain 
the impact of our Curriculum on learner outcomes. 
 
The Headteachers and Extended Leadership team have an ongoing responsibility to monitor and 
evaluate the impact of these policies on pupils’ learning, consulting the staff and wider stakeholders 
when necessary. 
 
 
Other documents to refer to for further information: 
Assessment Policy 
Teaching and Learning Policy 
Feedback and Marking Policy 
SEND-Policy



 
Appendix 1- Example of Whole School Curriculum Map.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 2 – Template for Medium Term Learning Experience plan (overview for the half term) 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 3 – Example of subject overview – progression document 
 
 

Year 2   History 

 What happened in 
London in the summer 
of 1666? 

 What happened after 
1666? 

 Why should we know 
about the Fire of 
London? 

 Was any one person to 
blame for the burning 
of the City of London? 

 Significant individual: 
Samuel Pepys, 
Christopher Wren 

 Famous local people, 
events 

History 

 Henry Ford 

 Changing designs of cars 
 

 

History 

 Significant individuals 
Jane Goodall and Charles 
Darwin 

 

History 

 Significant individuals Jane 
Goodall and Charles 
Darwin 

 

Year 3 History 

 Homes before electricity 
(also link to homes 
without electricity today) 

 Inventors 

History 

 Discovery of Lindow Man, 
the bog body 

 How long have people lived 
in Britain? 

 Where were the first towns 
and cities in the world? 

 Overview of first 
civilisations and changes in 
Britain from Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

 Depth study of 
achievements of Ancient 
Egypt  

 Timelines 

History 

 Recall learning about early 
civilisation and buildings Story 
of discovery of Tikal city site  

 What was happening here 
when the Maya left their cities? 

 What made the Mayan people 
leave their cities? 

 

 Living memory 

 

 History 

 Stories of new towns and model 
villages 

 Local old maps 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Appendix 4 – Example of Knowledge Notes   

 

 
 


