
 

Key vocabulary for Year 1 - 6  
Art – progressive vocabulary lists by year group. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1  Mural 

 Detail 

 Self portrait 
 Drawing pencil 

 Colouring pencil 

 Observation 

 Texture 

 Collage 
 Design 

 Shape 

 Colour 

 Pattern 

 Technique 
 Cutting 

 Painting 

 Line 

 Colour mixing (blue 
and yellow) 

 Colour mixing (tones) 

 Shade 

 Detail 

 Marbling 

 Sculpture 

 Colour matching 
 Design 

 Evaluation 

 Illustrating 

 Repeating 
pattern 

 Silhouette 

 Charcoal 

 Pointillism 

Year 2  Printing 
 Assemble 

 Observe 

 Line 

 Pattern 

 Marking 
 Thick 

 Thin 

 Broad  

 Narrow 

 Illustration 
 Weaving 

 Design 

 Model 

 Repetition 

 Imagination 
 Observation 

 Drawing development 

 Painting 

 Colour 

 Rubbing 
 Texture 

 Colour mixing 
(shade) 

 Nature 

 Pattern 
(camouflage) 

Not in focus 

Year 3  Create 

 Observe 

 Change 

 Improve 
 

 Culture 

 Pattern 

 Design 

 Line 
 Abstract  

 Weaving 

 Bright 

 Colour 

 Pattern 
 

 Frame 

 Sketch 

 Map 

 Shade 
 Composition 

 

 Natural 

 Viewpoint 

 Detail 

 Three-
dimensional 

 Form 

 Sketch 

 Plan 

 Design 

 Natural 
 Synthetic 

Year 4  Shadow 

 Landscape 
 Distortion 

 Reflection 

 Abstract 

 Character 

 Personality 
 Appearance 

 Form 

 Shape 

 Illustration 

 Plan 
 Ornamentation 

 Geometric 
 

 Scenery 

 Representational 
 Imaginary 

 Urban 

 Rural 

 Distance 

 Direction 
 Position 

 Form 

 Cubism 

Not in focus 

Year 5  Patchwork 

 Soft sculpture 
 Angle 

 Perspective 

 Structure 
 

 Representational 

 Personality 
 Subject 

 Realistic 

 Resist 

 Layering 
 Shape 

 Size 

 Colour 

 Image 

 Expression 
 Personality 

 Viewpoint 
 

 Proportion 

 Surface texture 
 Balance 

 Scale 

 Composition 

 Image 

 Subject 
 
 

Year 6  Imaginary 
 Manipulation 

 Practicality 

 Aesthetic 

 Shape 
 

 Weight 
 Still life 

 Inanimate 

 Tonal 

 Shading 
 

 Composition 
 Complimentary 

 Balance 

 Dynamic 

 Viewpoint 

 Direction 
 Dynamic 

 Tonal 

 Shading 
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