
Dear families, parents and carers, 

Welcome to our October newsletter which brings us to the end of our first half
term. 

Harvest Donations

Halsford Cup Results
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Earlier this term, the children were asked to bring in
tins and packets of food and household items for
two charities we have been supporting for a few
years now. The donations literally poured in for our
Harvest table and the children should be proud of
the compassion and responsibility they showed.

Huge congratulations to Fire House team –
who achieved the most Core Value awards
(counted through Dojos) over the course
of the first half of the Autumn term. 
Each team achieved an incredible amount
of Core Value awards, and should all feel
very proud of themselves. Well done!

Fire 9500 Water 8698 Air 8512 Earth 8481

Both the East Grinstead Foodbank and
Crawley Open House commented on how
generous our school community have been.
We would like to extend a big thank you to all
parents and carers who donated. It was very
much appreciated, especially during these
challenging times as the cost of living rises. 
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Parent Forum 30th September 
It was lovely to se a few new faces at last month’s parent forum. Please see the minutes saved on
the website. 
The next meeting is on Tuesday 25th November where we will be sharing the School Improvement
Plan with you. All parents and carers welcome.

November Assembly themes 
It was requested via Parent Forum that we share the upcoming themes in assemblies in our
newsletters. November’s include:
·Remembrance
·Mindfulness
·National Anti-bullying week (week beginning 10  November)th

·National road safety (week beginning 17  November)th

·Zones of regulation

Keeping Children Safe online (Internet Safety) What Parents need to know about memes
In each newsletter, we include an internet safety section to give parents some top tips to help
support your family to stay safe inline. This month’s focus is on memes. 

E Safety Workshop for Parents – My Digital Child 10  Octoberth

Early Years Intake 2026 
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Members of the Early Help Team led a presentation on tips to
keep your child safe online. Please find the link to the
presentation saved on the website.

Do you have, or do you know a child born between 1st September 2021 and 31st
August 2022? If so, they are eligible to start school in September 2026. We
have set the dates for our Early Years tours – please see our website for details
about booking in a visit. 
Early Years Prospective Parents - Halsford Park Primary School Applications can
be made online at www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions from Monday 6th
October at 9am. For further advice or information please contact 03330 142
903. 
The deadline is Thursday 15th January 2026. Please spread the word of how
great our school is!
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Early Years
It has been another exciting month in Early Years! The children have really settled into the rhythm and routines
of Early Years. Every week, we put on our wellies and explore the school grounds. We have picked a tree that
we are going to keep an eye on over the year, and spot how it changes! We have explored more in Drawing
Club - This is our house, Christopher Pumpkin and Bananaman, where we created our own superheroes! The
adults became superheroes too. Not only that but we have put on a talent show, played musical chairs and
even been on a journey around the world. With all of these exciting adventures, our listening and concentration
skills are improving too. Last week, we got to learn with Year 6 and now have new buddies. We can't wait to
see what learning happens next term. 

Year 1
Year 1 have been continuing to work very hard in all lessons; we are so proud of how well they have settled in to
the new routines. We have been focusing a lot on phonics and the children are using their robot arms and
blending hands in lessons to sound out words as well as learn some harder to read and spell words by sight.
In English we have been continuing to work on drawing club and we have been looking at a range of books;
drawing pictures and writing about something to go with the picture we have drawn. We have been focusing
on making sure our letters are correctly formed and using resources such as a sound mat to help us with our
writing. Have a look at some of our fantastic efforts. 

In Maths we have been looking at the greater than and less than symbol (> <) and have written number
sentences with these in. 
In science lessons we have been looking at parts of our bodies particular the ones to do with the senses and
which part is related to each sense.  We look forward to the coming weeks which we go on a senses walk.
We hope you all have a lovely half term break.
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Year 2
In Year 2 we have continued to enjoy our recent party experience. The children have loved making their party
hats and have written some fantastic instructions in English all about how to make these. The children have all
worked hard to include time conjunctions and imperative verbs to make sure their instructions are really clear. 
In maths, we have been using lots of resources to show tens and ones when making 2 digit numbers and have
moved on to begin our learning about addition. This week we have been finding 10 more and 10 less than
different numbers. 
In Science, the children really enjoyed carrying out an experiment about how to strengthen different
materials. They made different bridges and explored how many cubes their bridges could hold. 
The children have had a fantastic start to Year 2 and have enjoyed celebrating this afternoon with a party for
the Fabulous Finish. 

Year 3
Year 3 have had a great first half term with our experience ‘Bright Sparks- How does electricity work?’ In
science we have explored the different components that make up an electrical circuit for example: batteries,
light bulbs and wires. Using this knowledge groups worked together to make a working electrical circuit
making the light bulb work.
In Design and Technology, the children have worked in pairs to create a cave for their dragons. They designed
a cave and then combined ideas with a partner to create one together. This helps team building and learning
to share ideas. In order for the caves to have light, the children needed to make sure that a working circuit
could be attached.
We have then linked both of these ideas in History to what life was like before electricity. No TV, no game
consoles and no electric ovens. The children had to think about what games could be played without
electricity and what a day would look like living in the past. The children also investigated what would provide
people with a source of light and turned our classrooms dark to see what it would be like to learn in a room
without it.
In Maths, we have been learning how to use the column method of addition and subtraction. We will be going
back over addition and then moving onto subtraction after half term. The children have used their knowledge
from year 2 in order to complete questions in class.
We look forward to a new half term. Our trip of Butser Ancient Farm is coming up so if you haven’t done so
already, please sign your child up to go on a fantastic day out to explore the past.
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Year 4
We have really enjoyed our Experience topic of Light and Sound this term. After researching eye masks and
practicing different stitching techniques, we designed and made our very own eye masks. We thought about
our science learning around light to help us to make the eye mask opaque. In Maths, we have been learning
column addition and subtraction using the expanded method compact method as well as thinking about the
most efficient method for subtraction. In English, we have been investigating our key text 'The Firework Maker’s
Daughter' and have been focusing around the events that take place in chapter 5 to write a diary entry as Lila
the main character in the story. We need to use a lot of our working on words to help us such as past tense
verbs, informal language and feelings and emotions vocabulary. To end our term, we were able to use
sparklers for our fabulous finish, becoming Lila from our focus text; ‘The Firework-Maker's Daughter’ we really
enjoyed twirling the sparklers and hearing the sounds that they made. 

Year 5
Adding and subtracting larger numbers has been the focus for our maths over the last two weeks and children
have been solving problems using these skills. We still encourage the children to practise their timetables at
home using their Times Table Rock stars login especially as this forms the foundation for our work on fractions
later this term.  In Year 5, we have been developing our typing skills. Pupils have been learning how to use all
their fingers correctly when typing and practising correct keyboard technique to build speed and accuracy. 

These are not easy skills to master so we would urge that you encourage your child to read as much
as possible over the half term break as reading for pleasure will really help with spelling, sentence
structure and a give them a greater understanding of grammar. 
The children have also looked at the use of single use plastics and how other materials could replace
these. In English, they wrote to Sir Keir Starmer to share their concerns for the planet and try to
persuade the government to do more to encourage recycling in the UK. 
Well done to all those of you who did the creative project this half term, there were some fabulous
handbags made from recycled materials and a great deal of effort obviously went into them.
Please could year 5 parents source and send in an empty plastic one litre bottles for our stunning start after
half term.
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In Science, we continue to look at the changes of state and materials
and their properties. We have been filtering; dissolving and rusting
(irreversible changes) in class experiments and the children planned
and carried out an investigation to create crystals. 
We have had a big focus on reading this half term and in particular
encouraging children to answer comprehension questions from class
texts. This involves retrieving information and making inferences from
the ideas in the text. 

mailto:officehp@partnersinlearning.co.uk


Year 6
The Year 6 pupils made the teachers proud in the week beginning the 13  October 2025 as they represented
the school beautifully on their residential trip to Windmill Hill.

th

Behaviour was phenomenal and they even allowed the teachers to get some sleep at night time!
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Below is a selection of quotes from some of the children about
their time at Windmill Hill: 
"My favourite activity at Windmill Hill was The Jacob's Ladder
because it was a mix between challenging, scary and fun. We
used a rope (named Barry) to help us climb a ladder made of
nine logs - with each gap getting bigger between logs." Oscar
"Windmill Hill was one of the best experiences I have ever had.
We did so many things, I can't remember half of them (good
thing!). If I could, I would 100% do it again." Olivia
"My favourite activity was archery. We played a game called
'cutlery'. We were told that, if we missed, we couldn't use cutlery
at lunchtime. We had to hit different colours to earn our cutlery.
It was fun, difficult and silly all at the same time." Mia (Editor's
note - all the children were allowed cutlery, regardless of the
outcome of the game!)
"I liked the zip wire because it was very long and fast. If you
wanted, you could go again so I went twice." Amelia F
"My favourite activity was climbing because I got to the top. An
instructor, Alice, made sure all our harnesses were tight enough.
Before going, we had to say, "climbing", so she knew that we
were starting to climb. It was very fun." Isla
"My favourite activity was Giant-Swing because I've never been
on a swing that high before and we got to have two goes, which
was so cool. I literally screamed on the second go, but my friend
was fine!" Amelia W
"My favourite was rock climbing. Not only because I got to the
top, but also because everyone was supportive and you could
race your friends." India
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Year 3 and 4 Netball Festival- 1  Octoberst

Football Event- 8th October

Cross Country- 12  Octoberth

A huge thank you to Mr Stepney for training the children in school in the lead up to the event and to
the parents that came along to support on the day. Mrs Gibbons

On the 8th October, the KS2 boys' and girls' football teams
took part in the annual East Grinstead Area tournament.
Both teams represented the school brilliantly - showing all
the core values.
 The boys won three matches, drew three matches and lost
two - narrowly missing out on a top two finish on goal
difference. They played well together, demonstrating some
excellent passing and moving. In some of the drawn games,
Halsford Park were unlucky not to come away with victories. 
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For the second year in a row, our girls' team finished
in first place - winning 8-0, 5-0, 4-0, 7-0 and 5-0 -
and qualifying for the area finals. It was a
tremendous team effort from the girls who did not
concede a single goal in the tournament. Anya has
now scored over 50 goals in fixtures for Halsford
Park. Others added to their already impressive totals
as well and some girls scored their first goals for our
team. 
The girls will now compete at the Area Finals on the
12th November. Mr Busse and Mr Stepney

On Sunday 12th October, I took a group of 36 children along
to East Court in East Grinstead to participate in the annual
Cross Country event. This is organised each year by the East
Grinstead Athletics club and is a fantastic opportunity for the
children to experience distance running. Thankfully, it was a
dry day. As always, the children participating showed all of
their Core Values. We had some fantastic finishes from the
Halsford Park runners and they were a credit to the school. 
Jean Luc finished 2nd in the boys’ year 5 and 6 race and Anya
finished 5th in the girls’ year 5 and 6 race. Anya, Florence, Lily
and Saskia came first in the first school to have 4 runners over
the finish line.

On Wednesday 1st October a group of 11 Year 3 and Year 4 pupils
went to the East Grinstead Sport Centre to take part in a Netball
Festival. We were there with a number of other East Grinstead
primary schools to improve our netball skills and to play mini games
against the other teams. The organisers put on a number of drill
exercises to start with, which helped us with the rules and skills of
netball. The children were really great at these! Then came the
games against other school teams. It is of course the taking part that
matters, however because we had really made the most of the drill
practice, I am proud to report that Halsford Park won all their games
decisively. Well Done Team! Mrs Mackay
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Eco Council
As we approach the end of the first half term, we need to say goodbye to the old Eco Council and
hello to the new members. The old team stayed on to help settle in our new members and now it’s
time to hand over the reins. We welcome; Ivy Robyn & Stan, Amna & Millie, Amelia & Beau, Herbie,
Oakley & Theo, Neorah & Phoebe. 
We look forward to building upon the work achieved by the old team as we take steps into the new
term. The Eco Council will be busy doing their environmental surveys and the Year 4 and 5 members
will have the opportunity to attend OMLETS (East Grinstead school councils group) this year at
Imberhorne Lower. 
Top Tips

Outdoor Learning Day
Every year there are two outdoor learning days celebrated across the UK, one in November and one
in May. As a school we have always done our outdoor learning day in November. However, this year
we have decided that it would be good to allow the children to experience a different season and
therefore will be having our outdoor learning day later in the academic year than usual, in May. Look
out for more information to come in the Spring term. Mrs Sears.

I hope you all have a wonderful half term break. We look forward to welcoming the children back to
school on Tuesday 4  November which is the first date of our two Family Learning Conferences. We
look forward to seeing you then. 

th

Thank you for your on-going support,

Claire Spencer – Headteacher 
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Close your curtains at night
In the day it's important to try to use as much natural - and free - heat (in the form of
sunlight) as possible. But when dusk falls, closing your curtains will help your home retain
that heat. This helps keep warmth in the room – but try not to drape them over radiators.

Do you have a leaky loo?
A single leaking toilet wastes an average of between 215 and 400 litres of water per day!
You can easily check if you have water leaking from the cistern to the pan. Add a few drops
of food colouring into your toilet cistern, leave it for an hour and if the water has changed
colour in the pan you have a leak! The good news is that your water company may be able to
fix it for free but if not it’s a simple fix for a plumber.
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October 

24th Last Day of Term

27th - 2nd Half Term Holiday

 December

3rd
Key Stage 2 Carol Concert- details

to follow

5th
Early Years- Find Out Friday

2.40pm

17th
Chartwells Christmas Lunch- to be

booked on ParentPay

 November 

3rd INSET Day- School Closed

4th Return to School

4th &
6th

Family Learning Conferences

7th
Early Years- Find Out Friday

2.40pm

12th Year 5- CEMA School Trip

19th Year 3- Butser Farm Trip

20th
Early Years- Writing Workshop

2.30pm

25th Parent Forum 9.05am- all welcome

Class Assemblies - 9.00- 9.30am

23rd Jan 5 Attenborough Class Assembly

30th Jan 6 Franklin Class Assembly

6th Feb 5 Anning Class Assembly

13th Feb 6 Turing Class Assembly

13th
March 3 Farah Class Assembly

27th
March 3 Simmonds Class Assembly

17th April 4 Elton Class Assembly

24th April 4 Elgar Class Assembly

1st May 2 Knight Class Assembly

19th June 1 Hart Class Assembly

26  Juneth 1 Sharratt Class Assembly

3rd July 2 Blake Class Assembly

10th July EYs Floella Class Assembly

17th July EYs Donaldson Class Assembly

19th Last Day of Term

20th Christmas Holidays
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Dates for your Diary

Sporting Events Calendar - Autumn Term 2025
https://www.halsfordparkprimaryschool.co.uk/_site
/data/files/users/parents/CF42A9D8D86C0D68E5

A051B6E5BB2F7D.pdf
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Community Events 

https://www.pioneerchildcare.co.uk/sites/halsford-park-primary-school/
https://sites.google.com/view/lingfieldcolts/home
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